Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ABU DH 01128 290459Z 

10 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CPR-01 CU-02 TRSE-00 FEA-01 

OES-03 PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EB-07 SS-15 

NSC-05 SY-05 SAM-01 USIA-06 PM-03 PA-01 /081 W 

100218 

R 290435Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2975 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 1128 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ENRG, OVIP, TC, US 
SUBJ: OTAIBA WASHINGTON VISIT 

REF: (A) ABU DHABI 1074; (B) STATE 118611. 

1. 1 SAW OTAIBA MAY 28 AND ASKED HIM WHETHER TIME FRAME PROPOSED 
STATE REFTEL WOULD BE CONVENIENT FOR HIM. HE SAID HE WAS PLANNING 
TO ACCOMPANY SHAIKH ZAYID TO ARAB SUMMIT IN MOGADISCIO JUNE 28- 
30, AND THEN WOULD JOIN SHAIKH ZAYID ON LATTER'S STATE VISIT TO 
PARIS BEGINNING JULY 3. THIS APPEARED TO OTAIBA TO MAKE INTERVENING 
TRIP TO U.S. POSSIBLE, MAIN PROBLEM BEING ONE OF TRANSPORTATION OUT 
OF MOGATISCIO. HEMHHINKS SOMETHING CAN BE WORKED OUT, HOWEVER, 

AND WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF DEPARTMENT WOULD PLAN ACCORDINGLY. 

WE WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE EARLY CONFIRMATION THAT FROM WASHINGTON 
'S 

STANDPOINT PROPOSED DATEPWILL BE SATISFACTORY. 

2. IT IS PROBABLY BEST TO ASSUME THAT OTAIBA WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GET 
TO WASHINGTON BEFORE AFTERNOON OF JULY 1. SAFEST THEREFORE TO 
SCHEDULE HIM FOR HIS MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON JULY 2 AND 3, MAKING IT 
POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO CATCH FLIGHT TO PARIS EVENING OF JULY 3. 

3. WHILE OTAIBA SORRY NOT TO BE ABLE TO MAKE IT TO WASHINGTON 
EARLIER, HE NEVERTHELESS THINKS PROPOSED TIMING FOR VISIT WILL BE 
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ZAYID'S VISIT TO PARIS WHERE OTAIBA PLANS TO TALK TO FRENCH ABOUT 
NEXT STEPS IN CONSUMER/PRODUCER DIALOGUE AS WELL AS LONG TERM OIL AND 
GAS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP (SEE BELOW). RE SCHEDULING IN WASHINGTON, 
BESIDES MEETINGS WITH SECRETARIES KISSINGER AND SIMON, OTAIBA CONFIRM 
S 

THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH MR. ZARB AS WELL AS BUREAU LEVEL 
STATE 

AND TREASURY. WE HOPE LUNCHEON CAN BE HOSTED FOR HIM AT EITHER 
STATE OR TREASURY. 

4. OTAIBA SAID ONE OF SUBIECTS HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS WITH APPRO- 
PRIATE OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON IS COOPERATION BETWEEN U.S. AND 
UAE IN DEVELOPMENT OF ABU DHABI'S SIZABLE UNTAPPED GAS RESERVES 
(HE INDICATED HE WOULD ALSO BE DISCUSSING THIS SUBJECT WITH GOF) 

DURING SHAIKH ZAYID'S VISIT TO PARIS. HE SAID HE IS INTERESTED IN 
EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT SUPPLY AGREE- 
MENTS WITH SEVERAL COUNTRIES INCLUDING U.S. THAT WOULD ENABLE 
ABU DHABI TO PLAN RATIONAL LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT OF THIS RESOURCE. 

5. COMMENT ON OTAIBA DESIRE FOR TALKS ON GAS UTILIZATION BY 
SBNJHBM IN MEANTIME WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT PINNING 
DOWN DATES FOR OTAIBA VISIT AND LETTING US KNOW AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

STERNER 
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